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2010 Conference 

Saskatchewan Genealogical Society and Manitoba Genealogical 
Society 

 
St. Gerard’s Parish Complex 

                                             125 3rd Ave 
Yorkton, Saskatchewan 

 
                                   September 17-19, 2010 

 
Yorkton Area Tour – 1:00 - 5:00 pm - TBA 

 
 

Sept. 17, Friday  4:00 pm -  7:00 pm  Registration/Vendor-& Display Set-Up 
                   
    7:00 pm -  8:00 pm  Plenary p - Dave Obee 
       “Canadian Migration Patterns” 
 
    8:15 pm -  9:15 pm  Keynote - Colleen Fitzpatrick 
       “The Hand in the Snow” 
 
 
Sept. 18, Saturday BREAKFAST ON YOUR OWN 
 
    8:30 am -  9:30 am  Workshop A  
       “Immigration to Canada and the Prairies” – The British 
       Contribution - Brian Brodie 
 
       Workshop B 
       “ The Mobile Métis” - Laura Hanowski 
 
    9:35 am - 10:30 am  Workshop C 
       “ Canada, the Promised Land” - Marthe Séquin-Muntz  
 
       Workshop D 
       “The Geography of Genealogy” - Dave Obee 
 
   10:30 am - 10:45 am  Break 
 
   10:45 am - 11:45am  Plenary Session - Colleen Fitzpatrick - 
       “Forensic Genealogy” 
 

12:00pm - 1:00 pm  Lunch - Speaker - Peter Dyck, 
       Presentation of Sask Youth Heritage Fairs 
       Presentation of volunteer awards 
 

Courtesy of the Saskatchewan Archives Bd. 



  

    1:00 pm - 2:00 pm  Workshop E 
       “Home Children” - Holly Schick  
 
       Workshop F 

“Eastern European Migration-Case Study” - Elizabeth 
Briggs 

 
Workshop G 
“Importance of Preserving Family Stories and 
Storybooking” - Sally Cleland 

 
    2:05 pm - 3:00 pm  Plenary - Colleen Fitzpatrick 
       “Database Detective” 
 
    3:00 pm - 3:15 pm  Break 
 
    3:15pm - 4:15 pm  Plenary - Marthe Séquin-Muntz 

“Genealogical Services at Library and Archives 
Canada”  

 
    4:15pm - 5:30 pm  ON YOUR OWN 
       Vendors/Display, etc. 
 
    5:30pm - 6:00 pm  Refreshments  
 
    6:00 pm - 7:00 pm  Banquet 
    
    7:00 pm - 8:00 pm  Speaker - Colleen Fitzpatrick  

“The Dead Horse Investigation” 
        
    8:00 pm - 9:00 pm  Entertainment - TBA 
 
Sept. 19, Sunday BREAKFAST ON YOUR OWN 
   

  9:00 am - 10:00 am  Workshop H 
       “ Discovering Family Treasures in Quebec, What You  
       Need to Know” - Marthe Séquin-Muntz 
 
       Workshop I 
       “Hudson Bay Company Archives and Fur Trade” -  
       Elizabeth Briggs 
 
   10:00 am - 10:15 am  Break 
 
   10:15 am - 11:15 am  Plenary - Dave Obee 
       “Destination Canada” 
 
 
   11:20 am - 12:15 pm  Plenary - Colleen Fitzpatrick 
       “The Six Degrees of Separation are History - 
       We Are Closer Than You Think” 
 
   12:15 pm - 12:30 pm  Wrap-up 



  

SPEAKERS/WORKSHOPS 
(See full biographies on www.saskgenealogy.ca) 
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PhD, author of Forensic 
Genealogy, has been recognized in 
the international press for her work 
with the Armed Forces DNA 
Identification Laboratory and for 
exposing two well-known 
Holocaust frauds. Her books DNA 
& Genealogy and The Dead Horse 
Investigation are genealogical 

must-haves.  Although Colleen works on high-level 
projects, her research techniques are ones commonly used 
by genealogists researching on their own family histories. 
As Colleen explains, it’s all a matter of imagination and 
how you look at the materials you have. You will come to 
her talk as a genealogist; you will leave as a forensic 
genealogist. 
 
The Hand in the Snow - Colleen worked on a project with 
the US Armed Forces DNA ID Laboratory where they 
identified a frozen human arm and hand that was found in 
1999 embedded in a glacier in Alaska since a plane accident 
in 1948.  There were 30 victims of the crash, and by the 
time they had an ID, they had ruled out 28 of them. 
 Colleen was the forensic genealogist who found the family 
reference for Victim #29, living in an obscure village in 
Ireland.  It took not only a lot of hard work, but a lot of 
incredible luck that located the only person in the world 
who could give the DNA sample to make the DNA 
identification.  Colleen was part of the project for about a 
year, but the identification took 9 years total.   
 
Forensic Genealogy - information to come. 
 
Database Detective - It relates to my study of a French 
family of my ancestors who lived in Alsace in the 1600s.  
By studying the birth, marriage, and death records of the 
village, and observing certain unusual features of the ages 
of their children, I was able to discover they had actually 
fled to Alsace from Germany as a result of the 30 Years' 
War.  This led me to further discover a terrible epidemic 
that wiped out certain families in the village because the 
food they were eating was poisoned by a naturally-
occurring source of LSD. 
 
The Dead Horse Investigation - information to come. 
 
The Six Degrees of Separation are History - We Are 
Closer Than You Think - How to find anyone in the world 
in two easy steps.  This talk is based on Colleen’s 
experience working on some of the forensic projects where 
she had to locate a family reference anywhere in the world 

to identify some remains and on her experience finding the 
owners of unclaimed property.  It gives genealogist some 
interesting ideas on how to "find people" whether they are 
alive or long dead. 
 

 
CONFERENCE SPEAKERS 

 
���������  is author of Making 
the News, published by the Times 
Colonist in Victoria, British 
Columbia, in 2008 to mark the 150th 
anniversary of the newspaper. It is a 
comprehensive history of Vancouver 
Island, drawn from old newspapers. 
Dave is also the co-author (with 
Sherry Irvine) of Finding Your 
Canadian Ancestors: A Beginner's 
Guide, published by Ancestry in 

2007. He has compiled seven other books for Canadian 
genealogists, and has given more than 300 talks about 
genealogical and historical research to genealogical society 
meetings and conferences, libraries, and community groups 
 
Canadian Migration Patterns - People have been coming 
to this country for centuries. Understanding the flow of 
people will help you understand how your family fits in the 
history of the country. Look for specific sources and their 
locations, exact routes, places of origin for group 
migrations, and the influx directly from the United States, 
Europe and Asia. 
 
The Geography of Genealogy - It is impossible to do 
comprehensive genealogical research without an 
understanding of where your ancestors lived. Knowing 
about geography will help you to find records dealing with 
your family. Maps and atlases help genealogists sort out 
where their ancestors lived in relation to regional and 
national boundaries, churches, rail lines, and other factors 
that help determine which records hold most hope. There 
are three basic ways to use maps in your research. This talk 
provides a basic overview of what to look for, and how to 
use the information that you find. 
 
Destination Canada - More than seven million people 
arrived in Canada from Europe, the United States and Asia 
between 1815 and 1930. This session deals with the wide 
variety of sources that deal with immigration to Canada, 
including ship passenger lists (available from 1865 through 
1935), border crossing records, and naturalization and 
citizenship documents. Many of these sources have been 
indexed and placed online, making it possible to access 
them quickly and easily. It pays to know, however, the 
scope and limitations of those Internet resources, and how 

 



  

to obtain information from other sources. Dave is the author 
of the book Destination Canada. 
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Library and Archives Canada.  She 
was born in a small town in Eastern 
Ontario. The descendant of 
ancestors who settled in Ontario in 
the 1850s, Ms. Séguin-Muntz is a 
graduate of the Library Technician 
program at Algonquin College. She 
worked at the National Library of 

Canada, now Library and Archives Canada from 1981 to 
1989. During the 1990s, she held various positions in 
various libraries before joining the staff of the Genealogy 
Services of Library and Archives Canada. Researching 
local histories, particularly in rural settings have been a life-
long hobby for Marthe and it is no surprise that genealogy 
and family history continue to stimulate and nurture her 
passion for Canadian studies. Her ability to establish and 
follow a complex timeline contributes to her sustained 
motivation when working in projects that involve 
genealogical research.  
 
Canada, the Promised Land -- When we trace back our 
family tree, we will inevitably reach an immigrant ancestor 
who was seeking better life conditions; this is probably why 
he/she came to Canada. Knowing when and how that 
individual arrived in Canada is a major piece of the family 
puzzle. If you do not know where your ancestors came from 
or their ethnic origin, immigration records can help answer 
that question.  This presentation will focus on the main 
immigration records held at Library and Archives Canada, 
mostly passenger lists and border entries records.  But 
Library and Archives Canada also holds many less known 
series of documents that can also be of great help. 
 
The Genealogy Services of Library and Archives 
Canada - Library and Archives Canada, previously the 
National Archives of Canada and the National Library of 
Canada, has been offering support to genealogists and 
family historians for many years.  Since March 2003, it has 
been reaching more avid researchers through its website.  
This website was made possible by the Canadian Culture 
Online Funding Programs of the Department of Canadian 
Heritage and Library and Archives Canada.  It is the 
entrance door to genealogical records held at Library and 
Archives Canada and a single window providing electronic 
access to genealogical resources in Canada.  This 
presentation will focus on resources currently available 
online and upcoming research tools. 
 
Discovering Family Treasures in Quebec, What You 
Need to Know - Many Canadian and American 
genealogists and family historians have French-Canadian 
ancestors or ancestors who lived for a short time in Quebec, 
coming either from the United States or Europe.  Over the 
centuries, Quebec has been under two rulers (France and 

Great Britain) before becoming a sovereign country in 
1867.  Because of this, Quebec records are distinct from the 
rest of Canada and from the United States.  This lecture will 
present the main repositories and the main organizations 
involved in genealogical research in Quebec.  It will also 
include an overlook of the main published sources and 
databases.   
 

 
	����������������  is a 
Certified Saskatchewan 
Aboriginal instructor and 
researcher. She has made 
presentations and written articles 
about Aboriginal research for the 
Saskatchewan Genealogical 
Society. Laura is the editor of the 
book Tracing Your Aboriginal 
Ancestors: a guide to the records 

and how to use them. She has served on the Métis National 
Council Research Initiative team and served as the expert 
witness on genealogy for Métis harvesting trials at Meadow 
Lake, Fort Qu’Appelle and Medicine Hat.  
 
The Mobile Métis - Migration to North America is the 
theme for the seminar this year.  This presentation will 
focus on the mobility of the Métis throughout Canada, 
especially western Canada, since the 1600s.  It will examine 
why and where this migration took place and focus on 
which resources provide information about individual 
families.  

 
 
����������������  has been 
researching aspects of family 
history for 30 years.  He was 
awarded a PhD in 1989.  He is a 
founder member of the College of 
Certified Saskatchewan 
Genealogists and a contributor to 
the publication "Tracing your 
Saskatchewan Ancestors".  He is a 
partner in CAN-UK Family History 

Research, specializing in connecting families in Canada and 
the United Kingdom.  Additionally, he has successfully 
combined his interests in both military history and 
genealogy. 
 
Immigration to Canada and the Prairies - The British 
Contribution 
This presentation will review the pattern and extent of 
immigration from Britain to Canada from the 19th Century 
onwards, with emphasis on the Prairie provinces.  Both 
permanent immigration, such as the opening of the Prairies 
to homestead development, "home children", and war 
brides, together with temporary immigration, such as child 
evacuees and the personnel involved in the British 
Commonwealth Air Training Plan, will be examined.  
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…Biography to come. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Home Children -  
 
… Information to come. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�	�������������� � B.Sc., 
B.Ed., and M.Ed. was born and 
educated in Glamorgan, South Wales, 
completing her post-secondary 
education in Canada. She taught high 
school for many years, retired in 2003, 
and now volunteers at the Hudson’s 
Bay Company Archives in Winnipeg. 
Elizabeth completed courses on 
Palaeography at Brigham Young 

University and Welsh Genealogy in Aberwystwyth, Wales. 
Elizabeth has written or co-authored many books to help 
people research their family history and has also written an 
eight week on-line course for the National Institute of 
Genealogy in Toronto on reading and interpreting old 
handwriting. She teaches genealogy courses in Winnipeg 
and has been an invited speaker at seminars across Canada, 
Orkney Family History Society, and Manitoba 
Genealogical Society. She was genealogist in residence in 
August 2005 at the Red River Reunion, a ten day 
conference at Lower Fort Garry, Manitoba. Elizabeth is a 
past president of the Manitoba Genealogical Society and 
she has co-chaired two seminars. She has researched family 
history in the national archives of Canada, U.S.A, and 
England; provincial archives in Canada; county archives in 
Britain; and the Family History Library in Salt Lake City. 
 
 
 
 
 

Eastern European Migration -  Case Study -  
 
… Information to come. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hudson Bay Company Archives and Fur Trade -  
 
… Information to come. 
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…Biography to come. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Importance of Preserving Family Stories and 
Storybooking -  
 
… Information to come. 
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(One form per registrant; please copy as needed.) 
 

Surname ________________________________ 

Given Name ________________________________ 

Street / PO Box  ________________________________ 

City ________________________________ 

Province / State ________________________________ 

Postal / Zip Code ________________________________ 

Home Phone ___________________________________ 

E-mail    ________________________________________ 

Fax ________________________________________  

 
 
 
Early Bird Registration:    $100.00 $________ 
(postmarked on or before September 1, 2010) 
 
Regular Registration: $115.00  $________ 
(postmarked after September 1, 2010) 
 
Extra Syllabus: ____ @ $10.00 each $________ 
(A bound copy of printed materials submitted by speakers will 
be included with registration. Extra copies will be available at 
the conference for a cost of $12.00.) 
 
Saturday Banquet $20.00  $________ 
 
Additional Banquet tickets  __  @ $20.00 $________ 
(Additional tickets may be requested and paid for, but we cannot 
guarantee additional space. In the event that no space is 
available the fee paid for additional banquet tickets will be 
refunded at registration.) 
 
Total Enclosed:    $________ 
 
________________________________________________ 
�
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Refunds will be granted for requests received in writing. 
Requests postmarked no later than September 10, 2010 will be 
refunded in full and any received after that will be charged a 15% 
administrative fee.  
________________________________________________ 
 

������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� ���

Saturday September 18, 2010 
  8:30 -   9:30 am A) _____   B) _____ 
  9:35 - 10:30 pm C) _____   D) _____ 
  1:00 -   2:00 pm E) _____   F) _____   G) _____ 
 
Sunday September 19, 2010 
  9:00 - 10:00 am H) _____   I) _____  
 
It is important that you rank your preferences. Use the session 
letter A, B, C etc. If your first choice no longer has room you will 
be assigned to your second choice or third if necessary. 
________________________________________________ 
 
Mail registration form and payment to: 

Saskatchewan Genealogical Society 
c/o MGS / SGS Conference 2010 
PO Box 1894 
Regina  SK  S4P 3E1 

 
Make cheque or money order payable to:   SGS  
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If paying by credit card: 
Visa / Master Card #  _________________________________ 

Expiration Date:  ____________________________________ 

Signature:  _________________________________________ 
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22 Dracup Avenue, Yorkton, SK S3N 3W1 
Phone 306-783-0333. Fax 306-783-1239 
Toll free reservations 1-800-228-5150. 
www.comfortinn.com 
80 rooms; 15 suites, five with two-person jet tub and fireplace. 
Amenities include in-door pool, hot tub and exercise room; 
complimentary breakfast; in-room coffee maker; blow drier; air 
conditioned; cable TV; two meeting rooms; near shopping centres. Non-
smoking rooms available. Senior citizen and CAA rates. No pets, please. 
�
������		�������	�
2 Kelsey Bay, Yorkton, SK S3N 4C5 
Phone 306-783-3297. Fax 306-783-3338 
Toll-free reservations 1-800-DAYSINN 
www.daysinn.com 
AM/FM alarm clock, 24 hour front desk, handicapped rooms/facilities, 
free parking, free local telephone calls, modem lines in room, 
meeting/banquet facilities with maximum occupancy 20, no smoking 
rooms, television/cable with 60 channels, executive suites, no pets 
allowed, electronic locks, coffee makers in all rooms, indoor pool, three-
storey waterslide and deluxe continental breakfast from 6:00 am to 10:00 
am. Email info@daysinnyorkton.ca. 
�
�����������������	�
100 Broadway Street East, Yorkton, SK S3N 0K9 
Phone 306-783-9781. Fax 306-782-2121 
www.ramada.com 
80 rooms, 1 executive suite. 
Amenities include licensed dining and beverage rooms, nightly 
entertainment in lounge, coffee shop, indoor pool with waterslide, sauna, 
hot tub, non-smoking bedrooms, cable TV, and air conditioning. Pets are 
welcome. Convention aids available. Contact for group rates. Rates 
available on request. Email ramadayorkton@yahoo.ca 
�
��������������
317 Broadway Street West, Yorkton, SK S3N 0N8 
Phone 306-783-3663. Fax 306-783-8915 
27 rooms. Amenities include all rooms at ground level, parking at door, 
cable TV, direct phone service, clean, quiet and comfortable. Close to 
shopping and golf courses. Pets welcome. 
�
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418 Broadway Street West, Yorkton, SK S3N 0P2 
Phone 306-782-2251 
24 drive-up rooms. 
Amenities include air conditioning, cable TV, direct-dial phones, and 
high speed wireless Internet. All rooms are equipped with fridge and 
microwaves. Five full kitchenettes available. Across the street from 
Gallagher Centre and Water Park. Email yorke.inn@sasktel.net. 
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111 Darlington Street West, Yorkton, SK S3N 0E9 
Phone 306-783-7078 
Quiet, cozy, smoke free, air conditioned home. Two bedroom suite with 
a kitchen/living area and full bathroom. Pets are not allowed in the 
house. Large flower and vegetable garden. Our breakfasts range from 
your choice of a light continental to a fried perogy special. Off street 
parking with plug in. Laundry facilities are available. Ukrainian is our 

second language. Within walking distance of the ecological ravine, 
recreation area, tennis courts, playground and Sonja’s Flower Garden.  
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146 Franklin Drive, Yorkton, SK S3N 2G6 
Phone 306-783-6007 
Air conditioned home, three bedrooms, private bathroom, living room, 
TV, VCR and fridge. Non-smoking. Free wireless internet and phone.  
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88 Fifth Avenue North, Yorkton, SK S3N 0Z1 
Contact Margaret de Gouw 
Phone 306-783-3762; fax 306-786-8888; cellular 306-621-8656 
Email margaret@patrickplace.com 
Web site www.patrickplace.com 
Four luxury suites: Sleeping porch with whirlpool tub and private 
verandah; The Garret; William's Room; and Sadie's Room. In-room tea 
and coffee facilities, television, telephone and wireless internet. Situated 
downtown in a Yorkton heritage home. Non-smoking house. Rates range 
from $85 to $140. Breakfast is included.  
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139 Second Avenue North, Yorkton, SK S3N 1G5 
Phone 306-782-2519 
Email welcome@secondhomebandb.com 
Web site www.secondhomebandb.com 
Close to the heart of downtown Yorkton, the comfort and character of a 
spacious heritage home awaits you for your B&B experience. Four 
bedrooms, two with double beds and two with queen beds, cable TV, 
wireless internet, continental breakfast. No pets allowed. 
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Four miles east on Highway 10, 2 miles south, 1 mile east. 
Phone 306-786-6877 
12 electrical sites, 6 non-electric sites. 
Amenities include family recreation for all ages; driving range; ball 
diamonds; horseshoes; 2400-yard golf course with irrigated greens and 
tee boxes; 18-hole miniature golf course. Close to major shopping 
centre. Firewood, ice, picnic tables, recreation program, shower house, 
and telephone. Reservations accepted.  
 
�
������������	�����%���	��
Off Highway 16 on York Road 
Phone 306-786-1757 
Email campground@city.yorkton.sk.ca 
Open from May 15 to September each year, the campground has 54 sites 
that offer 15 or 30 amp service, fresh water, barbeques, as well as 
shower and washroom facilities. Pull through sites, sewer dump station 
and wood is available. More details and map.  


